
Portuguese 
No Brasil a gente tem uma festa muito popular chamada carnaval e ele foi trazido para o Brasil pelos 
portugueses no século 16, 17. Normalmente o carnaval acontece no final de Fevereiro, tem uma duração 
de 10 dias, mas é um espírito carnavalesco que acontece durante esses dias. Normalmente acontece 4 
dias antes da quarta-feira de cinzas e durante o carnaval teve uma introdução de uma dança chamada 
samba, que vem dos africanos. Durante um certo período as festas eram em escalas menores. Com o 
passar do tempo foi crescendo até virar uma festa muito maior, envolvendo mais pessoas. 
 
Durante a época de carnaval, os primeiros dias se comemora com festas nas ruas. São festas abertas e 
nós chamamos de bloco de carnaval. O que acontece é carros grandes, carro alegóricos, carros elétricos 
com famosos que cantam em cima deles vão pelas ruas da cidade devagarinho e a multidão toda segue. 
Isso acontece durante o dia e as pessoas vão atrás dos carros, dançando. Durante esses blocos as 
pessoas são livres para fazer o que quiserem. Normalmente as pessoas dançam, elas vão com os 
amigos pra se divertir, vão fantasiadas e normalmente se consome muita cerveja. Isso porque essa festa 
acontece antes da Semana Santa, onde as pessoas são livres para poder se divertir, comer o que 
quiser, para depois entrar em uma época onde não comerão carne. 
 
As festas são mais populares na cidades de Salvador e Rio de Janeiro, onde, nos últimos três dias, há 
competições entre escolas de samba. Todas as escolas se preparam durante o ano inteiro. Eles 
escolhem os temas, preparam as fantasias para todos (são cerca de mil pessoas por escola). Há 
famosos que são parte das escolas e eles vão pelas ruas por um estádio chamado o sambódromo e 
apresentam o tema. Normalmente são temas relacionados com política, com cultura e que há uma 
mensagem atrás e assim elas vão se apresentando. E no final do terceiro dia há a pontuação dada para 
cada escola para decidir quem é a vencedora e, normalmente, isso acontece durante o carnaval no 
Brasil. 
 
 
 
 

English 
 
In Brazil, we have a really popular festival or celebration which is called Carnival. Carnival happens in the 
week before the Wednesday Ashes, we call Wednesday Ashe, which is all of this is related to the religion, 
the Catholic religion, which is the largest religion in Brazil. 
 
Carnival was brought by the Portuguese during the 16th, 17th century. Of course, it was really small 
scale. People would do it more indoors. It was more a private party. 
 



By the time, it just tried to increase, the people started to join it, and celebrate it. It actually started enlarge 
in terms of people and organizations. Now Carnival, not the party itself but the celebration itself, last 10 
days in Brazil. 
 
For the first days, which we say that the beginning of the celebration, we have what is called Blocos, 
which means block. That's because in Brazil we call the streets as a block. 
 
What this means? It means that with huge electric cars, there will be, for example, singers at the top of it 
singing for everyone. This car will be going down the streets really slow, and the crowd just follow it the 
whole day. 
 
During those celebrations, people are free to do whatever they want. They go with their friends, they 
choose costumes, and they go with that. And that's because Carnival is before what we call before the 
Lent, where people don't eat meat, they follow what is received in their religion. 
 
Before that, people just try to enjoy what they call the [inaudible] life. During this celebration, we have a 
really popular dance called samba, which was brought by the Africans and it just incorporated into the 
celebration. 
 
During those blocks, it happens in basically all the cities around Brazil. And people are just free to join. 
There is no ticket, no entrance. So people just follow those cars down the streets. 
 
The most famous cities for those blocks are called Salvador, which is in the North part, and we have Rio 
de Janeiro, which is more on the South part of Brazil. In the last three days of Carnival, we have a more 
holiday spirit. So people are not going to work. They go to either join those parties or either stay at home. 
 
What happens in the last three days is that we have competition between samba schools. Which is each 
school is formed by thousands of people, and they have been preparing for this competition the whole 
year. 
 
They choose a team. Each of those school they are independent. They are free to choose a team. 
Basically, they use this competition as an opportunity to express political views, maybe a message to give 
to the whole society, usually are powerful messages that they want to deliver through those 
presentations. 
 
They choose a team, usually they construct themselves. They make themselves the costume for every 
single individual, and they go to a place called Sambadrome, which is a stadium made exactly for this 
purpose, for those big cars, big demonstrations to pass and show their work. They have these three days 
demonstration or presentation of many Samba schools. 
 
At the end of the third day, there is what they call The Punctuation Day, which they give scores for each 
of them and they announce the winner. Every single year we have a different winner of course. Usually, 



people that like Carnival, they treat those schools as a soccer team, so they are actually really fan of their 
own Samba school. That's the whole summer of Carnival in Brazil. 
 
Yes, because we are really a mixed culture. We had first the Portuguese that colonized, and after they 
brought the Africans race which actually mixed into the culture. That's a mixture of the cultures that we 
have. 
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